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To ſerve in 
PARLIAMENT, 
As it was read 4 ſetond time, and Committed, by the Houſe of Commune; 


«pon Saturday the 5 th of April, 1679. 
And now offered as Advice to the conſileration of yd whole Kingdow: 


ot R the remedying the 'many and great diſorders, miſcarria- 


es, inconveniences, diſputes, and conteſts, wy Ln 
Eletions and Returns of Kaights, Citizens, and 
fit in Parliament, Be it Enacted by the Kings moſt 
Majeſty, Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons 
Thar for the time to come every perſon'thar at the time 'of any EleQi- 
on of Knights of any Shire or County at large, is, and'by the ſpace 
of one year next before ſuch Ele&ion, hath been a Houſeholder and 
Inhabirant in the ſame'County, /and within'the ſame by all thac riene 
hath been ( without fraud or deſign thereby to enable Himifelf to-give 
Voice) charged, rated, taxed to,' and have payed and born his Loot 
aad Lor towards the maintenance 'and defraying the Poor, and othet 
publick Charges and Payments, and who is hot under one and qo] 
ty years of age , and is worth two hundred pounds in' A on 
Eſtate of his own, over and beſides his Debrs, Charges; and Engage. 
mewts by him owing and payable , or ingaged/in ;-and none 
ſh1ll have Vote, Voice, and be Eleftor of Knights: of: the' County-of 
Shire wherein he fo inhabits or dwells, That 1n every kn:Shire City or 
Town that is both City and County, and in every-other City, Towri, 
Burrough, or place, rhat now do, or ode ek #+ fend. Membets to 
the Parliament (except the Cities of Londvw, York, 'Nop 
and Briſfo/) every perſon at the time of ſuch Eledion of fot 
to ſit in Parliament for any ſuch place; that at: the rime of ſuchrelpe- 
tiveElkRion,and by the —_— of one year before,hath been — 
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holder and Inhabitant within $ih fy... City, Town, Burrough; 


or plage (except before ex d) and by all chat rime hath beenghere 
charg$d. rated, taxed, andYaid Scot ani Loy, without fraude, as 


aforeRid ; and not under org and twenty yes of Age: And nope 
bcber$thall have Vote dad Woice, and be Elg@or in juch reſpectye 
City, Burrough, Town, or place, any Law, Charter, or oz off ante 
in any Charter to the ohnitar/noruithltdbidinp. / And that the refpettive 
Sheriff, ,angd-orhgr Officers, . to whoſe. care and management the Electi. 
ons are eomfnidted, Have hcreby power and authority to adminiſter vn- 
to, ahd wo eXimine tpon Bath, the partigs themlelyes concerniÞg the 
Qualifications and Matters zforeſaid, That for the furvre no perſon by 
himſclf, or others, by cr with His conſent and approbation, ſhall by 
feaſting, treating, entertaining with meat, drink, or otherwiſe z or 
by bribes, {cn ewards, [of -pitts, given, ſpent, promiled, or 
engaged th apaffof.mongſt thefEleftors, or to: or Leftheir uſe or 
benetfir, or to or for the only benefit. or advantage of any County, C1- 
ty, Town, or plice, ſending inembers to Parliament, or the Inha- 
bir cas” orypder any pretgnded, Charity forthe poor of,any 
chſFon of placezdjreQy,-or indirectly, labour orendeavour tg ob- 
QinS-proeure Elections.of any perlon, or perſons,..t0.be Members &r 
Repreſentatives tofit in Parliament, under the pains and penaltics en- 
lying (t x that every, {uch perlon {o labouring, or indeavouring 
by any Tuck undye and legal Ways ang means, ſhall be hereby dilibled 
and uncapyble of being or fitting as'a Member of tar Parliament, aud 
al&thaff forfeit the ſum of hive hundred pounds : And that the City, 
Idwasi gr pager wheroany ſuch; jealtmg,,tryayng, or enxextaming 
Gaul be Pani and moporioully admired or ſuffered, Mall hom thr 
63s; toric their Prix4lepge of lending. members to Parliament': Ad 
ja-tes.iherrob -8n;Hledon to.þe macs; of Mombas 18 their ſtead 4n 
ne-ather Fowns Or plage, within the: ſame Caunty; orelle 30; the 
2auny 4 arge,; asthe-bguitof Cammons in the naxt enſuing Parlia- 
menr,.that.ſlgll;have or-take notice of ſuch forfeiture, thall appojur 
and dire&;; Anand it is hereby, further, EnaGed, that all and cvcry Ju- 
Sttigs 9f:thg Peace,Mayor, Baylifls and.Conſtables,having. Juriſdiction or 
Amhoriy-ig any.fuch, Town, or place, forjthe ſypprefling, and ,pre« 
Neaigg the-maildemeigpurs, and &y1il, practiſes aforeiaid, are hereby 
£onmanges ang required not tg permig any ſuch teaſtings, treatings, 
3,0 &FARIRMERtS, 405Gr ig ordento.thg ond aferelaid, but vpcn Oath 
and Examigetion,(whigh they are, hereby impowergd to. adminiſter) or 
y o8. their, own views to.arrgſt ;and apprehend all, ſuch mildocrs, and 
#hE@ t@&pmmit-to Goal, there 10 remain, till they giye good and fuf- 
fcient.ſeourary not.to offegd, in that kind for the ſyture,. and appear at 
thenextAﬀrzes, or general Sefficns,of the Peace. for the: County, or 
place; where the offence ſhall be committed, there to be —_— a- 
gainſt;-;and puniſhed, for his ſaid offence according, to Law : And that 
1t any of the Officers gr; Miniſters atorcſard, having Information upou 
Oath, or-other ſufficient evidence of the. fa&t, thil.refule or negiet tg 
do his dyty herein, he thall forfeit the tum of one hundred poynds for 
every ſuch negle& or refulal : Andtbat .if any Maypr, Recorder, Al. 
derman, Town-clerk, Burge{s, Portreeve, Baylitt, a” OF 
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(3) 
Ofic,; ſhall permuir or ſuffer himſelf to be teaſted,. treated, or, entet- 
tained, or thall dire&tly or indireftly accept;:take; or receive, any bribe, 
gifrppreſcar, on:reward, tothe intent and end aforeſaid, he-is hereby 
diiabled to givetriyVore, or.tb ;be Elefor , and moreover ; ſhall for '& 
veryluch offence : forleit the ſum of-one hundred poungs.: And. 1tiis 
hereby likewiſe Enacted, tharno Wric or (uit thall be, hereafter ſewed 
proſgcuced, or proceeded for wages, or any ſum or ſums of money: dug 
or. demagidable for wages, by any Knights, Citizens, cr.Burgeſles,. tor 
or utirelp:t of their lervices in Parliament but all ſuch wages are,. arid 
fm heocctorth ſtand rclea(lg,d; ar:d diſcharged, and forthe avoiding 
of ths abules and undue means. roo often-uled by Sheriffs, Moderſherifs, 
Mayors,y:;Baylitt;, and Officers, about ſuch Eledtion and:-Returns, and 
thar there may be: juſt, fair, and legal Elechons and Returns here- 
after, made; Be'ic further -EirzRed by the Authority aforeſaid, - That no 
Sheriff, Portrieve, Bayliff, Magiſtrate, or Officer, ; (exceptianely when 
aced requires, fram-the Evening to the morning of the. next: day: fug- 
ceeiling, till Election bedetermined, or to ſome convenient place with- 
13 two miles of the Town, or place, appointed, or ſ[etz; for tuch EleQt 
'on) thill adjourn the laid Election tram that day or place appointed; or 
ſer. for the lame, bur ſhall tuirly and indifferent]y pracged to- finiſh the 
Election as ſoon as conveniently he can at the time and place: appJRttr 
ed, without any other adjournment there, ' as aforeſaid: And if--an 
Adjournment de facto be made contrary to: this Att, the prageeding 
Aerward ſhall be void, and the;perſon that had the majority; af Voices at 
'the time of ſuch unlawful Adjournment; ſhall be-the 'perlpni-duely; 
ke&ed; and ſhall be returned fo, to:be-»And ifrahy, perion tan} heteatoer 
-bey-:for conſideration of mohey, : bribes, rpieſetits;[ gift orcte wards, 
-UireGly or indirectly, gives -noquamiſel,nbeigagirncke, given 
For fear or fivour, by any Sheriff, ar ALI Ion ro 
cer} \wrongtully and unduly Returned to be the*pþdforis;Etidteds Why 
in 4ruth and-realty was not z. Qr: if any! Sheriff 51: Underſherift, their 
-Clarks, or Miniſters; or any; Mayor, -Recorderzs. Town:Clark;! Bw 
treeve; Bayliff,, or other Officers, or Magiſtrate incruſted with the;cr- 
dering or making ſuch Ele&tiong or. Returns, ſhall not fairly,;. juſtly, 
honeltly, and imparttally, according to the - beſt of his-$skill-and dg 
gench, aft and do his duty in the premiles; ja every ſuck caſe-thepar; 
ty off:ading thall forfeir, 1t a Sheriff, the kum,offive Hundred: -poung 
if a; Mayor, or other Offer, or: Miniſter;-two-hundred:'pound, ,. and 
treble-damages 19 the party grieved:4_ and-that all ſeeurities,-,promiles, 
and:togagenenys, made or given $6any Officer; for thevindemnilpigg 
or (aying: harailels concerning-.the premiſes,: ſhall be abſalutely,voyd, 
and of ito effect , and every party , giving: op, making; fuch! ſecuritigs, 
promites, or 1ngagements, to-fbrfeir five. hundfed pound fat hispffenc 
in-fo.doing : And tutcher,' forthe avoiding; all exaftions; £xtoriugns, 
and briberies, undor-the'-pretence of gratuitics;. preſeats,,or, reg. 
pence, for diſpatch, ,or towards tharges, or prherwiſe; by-png Sher] 
Hader(heriff, Shenit*s-Clark, . {1x Mipiftcry (of by any Mayor, Roxiyee; 
Bayliff, or other Officer, or Miniſter, hereafter to be taken,.,. Be. it En- 
acted, That noneot che laid Officers, or Miniſters, ſhall direAly, or indi- 


rectly take, have, or receive, .Þrjagree, Or contract to have or receive.. 
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for any warrant, 'or preſent, upon or by Vertue of any Writ for Eledti- 
.on-for Parliament, or for any return of any Writ, Mandate or Precept,; 
above the ſum of two Shillings (ix pence, under the pain of forfeiring ten 
times as much as he ſhall in 1uch caſe take over and beſides the ſum 
of two Shillings (ix pence, together with coſts in every fuch ſuit to be 
recovered: All and every the penalties and forfeitures aforelaid (except 
the ſaid forfeitures of treble damages) to be recovered by him, or them 
that ſhall, and will ſue-for the ſame, in any Court of Record, within 
the ſpace of one year next enſuing ſuch cauſe of ation accrued ; in 
which ſuit there ſhall be no-allowance of, or admiſſion of any privi- 
ledgeof Parliament, or other/priviledges, or of any Prote&tion, or In- 
junction , nor of any Plea of another aftion, or information for the 
fame offence depending (except Oaths be made in the Court, where- 
ſuch plea ſhall be pleaded by both the Defendant and Plaintiff,and real 
Proſecutor therein, that the ſame is really and bo» fide, brought for re- 
covery ofthe forfeiture herein, without any fraud or deſign to excule 
or defend the offender from the forfeiture by the Statute impoſed)which 
the Court where ſuch pleas ſhall be pleaded, are hereby enabled to exa- 
maine, and according tothe truth and realty thereof, to allow the ſaid 
Plea; ior not; And for the better obſervation of this At, All Sheriffs 
of Counties at large, ſhall in the place where the Election is to be made, 
ittimediately before they pr trotake the Votes of the Eleors,cauſe 
this Starute to be audibly read in the preſence of the EleQors, And 
that all Sheriff of Inn-thires; or Citys, or Towns that are Counties 
of themſelves, [Mayors, -Portreeves, Bayliffs,. and'other Officers, and 
Miniſters reſpectively, ſhall immediately after the receipt of any writ, 
of precept,' for fuch EleAian, or certain knowledge'of a Parliament to 
be choſen, ſerup this At i their reſpeive Halls, or other publick 
Places, to-beread and viewed y and alſo on the next Lords day after ſuch 
vertaia notice of ſuch Parliament to be choſen, or after receipt of ſuch 
writ, precept, or mandate for fuch Eleftion , and before the time of 
the EleRion, caule and —_ this Statute to be publickly and audibly 
yead in the Churches of cheir Counties, Cities, Towns, or Burroughs, 
where ſuch reſpefve Eleions are to be, immediately after Divine Ser- 
vice ended, and before the people aſſembled are departed : And further, 
for the Dit _ the NC Ea———_ of an —_ os = fa- 
ure; and t wing the King and Kingdom of t nefits of 
Rc ive Parliamemss Iris berebyEnatted, That noParliament ſhill here- 
aker have-Continuance in any manner,by Prorogation,orAdjournment, 
vr Seſſion, 'or partly by one acid partly by the other, or otherwiſe how- 
foever, fot above the ſpace of two years fromthe day of the rerurn of 
che writ of Summons next enſuing, 'bur' ar the end- of the ſaid two 
years ſhall be ſo fatto diſſolved: And that in every Indenture hereafter 
to be made or ſealed by any'EleQtors, there be a Clauſe therein inſerted, 
That the'perſon or perfots/are hereby authoriſed toſervein Parliament 
for the ſpace of two years, 'from 'thedayof the return/of ſuch writ of 
Summons hexc enſuing,” if the ſaid'Parliament ſhall fo long 'continue, 


4hd tio longer. 
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